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We extend special greetings to all our 

guests who are with us today. Your 

presence, along with our members and 

friends, is truly valued. Know that all 

of God’s people are always welcome 

here at Bethel. 

 

Never been to a “Lutheran” or 

“liturgical” church?  It might at first 

seem strange with all the singing and 

sitting down and standing up.  Know 

all we do has meaning and function.  

Pastor Ray is happy to explain any 

confusing things for you.          

 

If you would like to know more about 

Bethel Lutheran, her pastor, the Rev. 

Peter I. Ray, or any of the parish’s 

programs and activities, please contact 

the church office (875-0510). You may 

also check out our website by 

scanning the QR code below. Again, 

welcome; and may you have a blessed 

week! 

 

 

 

Worship and young children 
 
All children are welcome in 
worship. They are a valued part of 
this faith community.  
In addition, Bethel’s Nursery (for 
children up to approximately four 
years of age) has paid staff at both 
services.  This is available to meet 
the needs of your family and the 
worshiping needs of the 
congregation.  
We have a “Parentseeker” paging 
system for optimal communication 
between nursery and parents 
worshiping in the sanctuary. 
Children’s bulletins are also 
available in the narthex for 
younger children to help them 
make age-appropriate connections 
with our weekly themes.  
Bethel has video monitors in the 
narthex and hallways if your child 
gets restless. 
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On Pentecost, we celebrate 
that we have been given an 
Advocate to accompany us. 
Poured out in wind and fire, 
water, wine, and bread, the 
Holy Spirit abides in and 
among us. We give thanks 
that God speaks to each of us, 
no matter our origins, 
language, or life path. Filled 
with the Spirit of truth, we 
go out from worship to 
proclaim the saving power of 
Christ’s love and the freedom 
of God’s grace with all the 
world. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Scan to be directed to our 

website         

❖ Quiet reverence 
before the liturgy 
allows prayer and 
meditation 
 

❖ Please do not bring 

food or drinks into the 
Sanctuary during 
Worship 
 

❖ Throughout the 
service, C means the 
congregation responds 
as the bold print 
indicates.  

 
❖ As a worship courtesy, 

please silence or turn 
off all cellular phones 
and other 
communication 
devices during the 
service. 
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                 Rev. Peter I. Ray 
 
PRELUDE                                                 
 
(please stand and face the baptismal font)        
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

P Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia! 

P In the name of ☩ the One 
who was, who is, and who is to come. 
 

C Amen. 
 

P Baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection, 
and called to live the baptized life, 
let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 
Water may be poured before or during the thanksgiving. 
Holy God, 
we give you thanks for the waters of baptism, 
waters that make a people your own, 
that restore to wholeness, 
and empower us to be witnesses in your name. 
Baptized into you, O Living One, 
 

C make us one as you are one. 
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P We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, 
waters that strengthen believers 
and give new life to beloved servants of your church; 
waters that extend your boundless love 
and cross barriers of our own making. 
Baptized into you, O Living One, 
 

C make us one as you are one. 
 

P We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, 
waters that open the hearts of believers 
and give a voice in the night to those in captivity; 
waters that set your people on a new path, 
rejoicing in the Spirit’s power. 
Baptized into you, O Living One, 
 

C make us one as you are one. 
 

P Grant us grace, love, and life, O Living One, 
that our every day is shaped by these waters 
that give us our very lives in you. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, the Crucified and Risen One. 
 

C  Amen. 
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PROCESSIONAL HYMN         O Day Full of Grace    ELW #627   
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APOSTOLIC GREETING 
 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 

C And also with you.   
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P God our creator, the resurrection of your Son offers life to all the peoples of  
earth. By your Holy Spirit, kindle in us the fire of your love, empowering our 
lives for service and our tongues for praise, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
 
(please be seated) 
 

 

FIRST READING                                                                                                      Acts 2:1-21     
Before Jesus ascended into heaven, he told his disciples they would be filled with the 
Holy Spirit. Now, amid signs of fire, wind, and a variety of languages, the people were 
amazed and astonished at Jesus’ promise coming true. 

1 When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all together in one 
place. 2 And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent 
wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3 Divided tongues, as 
of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 4 All of them 
were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the 
Spirit gave them ability. 
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 5 Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in 
Jerusalem. 6 And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because 
each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. 7 Amazed and 
astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8 And how 
is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? 9 Parthians, Medes, 
Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and 
Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, 
and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11 Cretans and Arabs—in our 
own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” 12 All were 
amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 13 But others 
sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.” 
  14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, 
“Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen 
to what I say. 15 Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine 
o’clock in the morning. 16 No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 
 17 ‘In the last days it will be, God declares, 
 that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 
  and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
 and your young men shall see visions, 
  and your old men shall dream dreams. 
 18 Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 
  in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 
   and they shall prophesy. 
 19 And I will show portents in the heaven above 
  and signs on the earth below, 
   blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 
 20 The sun shall be turned to darkness 
  and the moon to blood, 
   before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 
 21 Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ ” 

P The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 



                                                                         

 9 

 
PSALM                                                                                                                         Psalm 104     

      24 How manifold are your | works, O Lord! 
  In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full | of your creatures. 
 25 Yonder is the sea, great and wide, with its swarms too man- | y to number, 
  living things both | small and great. 
 26 There go the ships | to and fro, 
  and Leviathan, which you made for the | sport of it. 
 27 All of them | look to you 
  to give them their food | in due season.  
 28 You give it to them; they | gather it; 
  you open your hand, and they are filled | with good things. 
 29 When you hide your face, | they are terrified; 
  when you take away their breath, they die and return | to their dust. 
 30 You send forth your Spirit, and they | are created; 
  and so you renew the face | of the earth. 
 31 May the glory of the LORD en- | dure forever; 
  O LORD, rejoice in | all your works.  
 32 You look at the earth | and it trembles; 
  you touch the mountains | and they smoke. 
 33 I will sing to the LORD as long | as I live; 
  I will praise my God while I | have my being. 
 34 May these words of | mine please God. 
  I will rejoice | in the LORD. 
 35b Bless the LORD, | O my soul. 
  Hal- | lelujah!  
 

(please stand, as able)     
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                        

    

 
 
P The Holy Gospel according to John. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

GOSPEL                                                                                           John 14:8-17 [25-27] 
Though the disciples struggle with Jesus’ nature and identity, they receive the promise 
that they too will be identified with God and God’s mission. Though he must leave 

them now, Jesus promises the coming of the Advocate whom God will send to comfort 
and enlighten them. 
8 Philip said to [Jesus,] “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9 Jesus 

said to him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know 
me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the 
Father’? 10 Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The 

words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in 
me does his works. 11 Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; 
but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12 Very truly, I 

tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, 
will do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13 I will do 
whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If 

in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it. 
  15 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16 And I will ask the Father, 
and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. 17 This is the Spirit 

of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows 
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him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you. [ 
  25 “I have said these things to you while I am still with you. 26 But the Advocate, 

the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you 
everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you. 27 Peace I leave with you; 

my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your 
hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.”] 
 
P The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
(please be seated)  
 
SERMON                                                                                                          Rev. Peter I. Ray 
 
(please stand, as able)    
 
HYMN OF THE DAY                     As the Wind Song      ACS #943 
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AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM 
 
PRESENTATION 
P     Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for these people, one  

with us in the body of Christ, who are making public affirmation of their 
baptism. 
I present  name/s , who desire to make public affirmation of their baptism. 

 
Let us pray. 
Merciful God, we thank you for these sisters and brothers, 
whom you have made your own by water and the Word in baptism. 
You have called them to yourself, 
enlightened them with the gifts of your Spirit, 
and nourished them in the community of faith. 
Uphold your servants in the gifts and promises of baptism, 
and unite the hearts of all whom you have brought to new birth. 
We ask this in the name of Christ. 

C     Amen. 
 
PROFESSION OF FAITH 

P     I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith 
of the church. 

P     Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 
Response: I renounce them. 
P     Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 
Response: I renounce them. 
P     Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
Response: I renounce them. 
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P     Do you believe in God the Father? 
C     I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

P     Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
C     I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

P     Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
C     I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 

 
AFFIRMATION 
P     You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in  

the covenant God made with you in holy baptism: 
to live among God’s faithful people, 
to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper, 
to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, 
to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, 
and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 
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Each person responds: 
 
I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
 
P     People of God, do you promise to support these sisters and brothers and pray  

for them in their life in Christ? 
C     We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 
 
P     Let us pray. 

We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you 
give us new birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. 
 
Stir up in  name  the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and 
the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and 
forever. 

C     Amen. 
 
P     Let us rejoice with these sisters and brothers in Christ. 
C     We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. 

Together we will give thanks and praise to God 
and proclaim the good news to all the world. 
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APOSTLES CREED   

 

C   I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

 

On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

     
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

A God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for the church, 
the world, and all who are in need. 
 

A brief silence. 

We pray for the church. Continue to inspire our sharing of the gospel and equip us 
to tear down the barriers we have erected. Make our welcome expansive, 
intentional, and open to loving challenge. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
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We pray for creation. Allow fire to burn safely in habitats where it’s needed and 
quench flames when they threaten to run wild. Protect forests, prairies, and 
grasslands from destruction by natural forces or human misdeeds. Safeguard 
firefighters and rescuers in their dangerous work. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

We pray for courts and legislatures. Write your commandments on our hearts, 
and inspire all who govern to lead with love over retribution. Unite judges, 
lawyers, and systems of justice in a desire for reconciliation. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

We pray for the sick in body, mind, or spirit (especially). Lift up all who have been 
bowed low by circumstances or internal strife. Bring to wholeness those who cry 
out to you in need. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

We pray for this congregation (especially those affirming their baptism this day). 
Raise up in us a deep desire to live out our baptismal promises and to support those 
of all ages in our shared journey of faith. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

We offer thanks for the faithful departed who now rest in you. Let their lives 
encourage our own daily living. Console us with the promise of eternal life. Hear 
us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
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P We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that you are 
always with us; in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 
 

C Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE  

P The peace of Christ be with you always.  

C    And also with you.  

 (You may share a sign of God’s peace such as a handshake, wave, hug or other 

appropriate greeting.) 

(please be seated) 

 
OFFERING 

 

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, and the care of those in need. If 
you are a first-time visitor, it is our privilege to have you worship with us. Please do not 
feel the need or obligation to give a financial offering. Your presence is gift enough to 

God and to us.   

 

Our members and friends have the privilege to participate in faithful financial 
stewardship.  They share their gifts by envelope, direct deposit and other 
electronic means.  Scan the QR Code below where you can give a gift 
electronically. 
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(please stand, as able) 
 
OFFERTORY MUSIC           
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 

A  Risen One, 
you have gathered us around your table of grace 
along with these gifts we bring. 
Come among us again, 
breathe your life into us, 
and enliven us with this meal, 

 

C   Amen. 

 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  
P     The Lord be with you. 
C     And also with you. 
 
 P     Lift up your hearts. 
C     We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 P     Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C     It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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THE PREFACE  
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SANCTUS   Holy, Holy, Holy       

 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER   

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 
you have brought us this far along the way. 
  
In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, 
but guided us into the path of love and light. 
In every age you sent prophets 
to make known your loving will for all humanity. 
The cry of the poor has become your own cry; 
our hunger and thirst for justice is your own desire. 
In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen servant 
to preach good news to the afflicted, 
to break bread with the outcast and despised, 
and to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and sin. 
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In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 

Remembering, therefore, his death and resurrection, 
we await the day when Jesus shall return 
to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery and death. 
Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, Amen. 
Amen. 
 

Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, 
to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and cup 
with courage and wisdom to pursue love and justice in all the world. 
Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church say, Amen. 
Amen. 
 

Join our prayers and praise with your prophets and martyrs of every age, 
that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection, 
we might live in the freedom and hope of your Son. 
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
 

P   Come to the table of grace. Receive the gift of new life. 
C   Amen. 
 
 
(please be seated) 
 
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION  
Bethel welcomes to the Lord’s table all baptized Christians who believe that Christ 

is truly present in the bread and wine of this meal.   Children and adults who want 
to receive a blessing instead of bread and wine may cross their arms over their 

chest as they come forward. All are welcome! 
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AGNUS DEI (Lamb of God)                               
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DISTRIBUTION                                 Now The Green Blade Rises                      ELW #379   

 
 
(please stand, as able) 

 

PASTORAL COMMENDATION  

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  
  strengthen and keep you in his grace. 
 

C Amen. 
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER  
A   Living One, 

in this feast you have made yourself known to us. 
Send us now to tell of your wonders, 
sing of your glory, 
and proclaim your risen life 
to a wounded and weary world. 
 

C   Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BLESSING 
P   The triune God, 
who was, who is, and who is to come, 

Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit, 

light your way with resurrection dawn, 
now and always. 
 
C   Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN               God of Tempest, God of Whirlwind                     ELW #400 

 
 
 



                                                                         

 29 

DISMISSAL 
A   Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
 

POSTLUDE   
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Lead Pastor: The Rev. Peter I. Ray 

Organist/Director of Music: Ward Matthias 

Pianist/Associate Musician: Ruth Hiles 

Director of Choirs:  Bree Johnson 

Youth Coordinator:  Jennifer Bueter 

Nursery Director: Crystal Smith 

Pre-School Directors: Kelley Valentine & Cathy Tallman 

Church Administrator: Cathy Tallman 

Custodian: Jennifer Horvath 

Care & Visitation Pastor: The Rev. Jeffrey N. Wise 

Retired Visitation Pastor:  The Rev. Wil Hallman 

Retired/Resource Pastors:  

The Rev. Andrew Mazak 

The Rev. Joe Stark 

The Rev. Joy Miller 

 
                      
 

 
“We acknowledge that we gather as Bethel Lutheran Church on the traditional land of 

the Shawnee and Ofo and Kaskaskia Peoples past and present, including the 
Adena/Hopewell Cultures, and honor with gratitude the land itself and the people who 
have stewarded it throughout the generations. This calls us to commit to continuing to 

learn how to be better stewards of the land we inhabit as well.” 
      

A Land Statement 


