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We extend special greetings to all our
guests who are with us today. Your
presence, along with our members and
friends, is truly valued. Know that all
of God'’s people are always welcome
here at Bethel.

Never been to a “Lutheran” or
“liturgical” church? It might at first
seem strange with all the singing and
sitting down and standing up. Know
all we do has meaning and function.
Pastor Ray is happy to explain any
confusing things for you. ¢

If you would like to know more about
Bethel Lutheran, her pastor, the Rev.
Peter I. Ray, or any of the parish’s
programs and activities, please contact
the church office (875-0510). You may
also check out our website by
scanning the QR code below. Again,
welcome; and may you have a blessed
week!

Worship and young children

All children are welcome in
worship. They are a valued part of
this faith community.

In addition, Bethel's Nursery (for
children up to approximately four
years of age) has paid staff at both
services. Thisis available to meet
the needs of your family and the
worshiping needs of the
congregation.

We have a “Parentseeker” paging
system for optimal communication
between nursery and parents
worshiping in the sanctuary.
Children’s bulletins are also
available in the narthex for
younger children to help them
make age-appropriate connections
with our weekly themes.

Bethel has video monitors in the
narthex and hallways if your child
gets restless.




This Sunday’s texts paint
startling pictures of the horrific
nature of sin. The church’s
repeated celebration of holy
communion counters that tragic
reality in a continued showing
forth of the death of Jesus until
he comes again. It is a dramatic
declaration of “how much God
has done for you.”

Scan to be directed to our
website
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Quiet reverence
before the liturgy
allows prayer and
meditation

Please do not bring
food or drinks into the
Sanctuary during
Worship

Throughout the
service, C means the
congregation responds
as the bold print
indicates.

As a worship courtesy,
please silence or turn
off all cellular phones
and other
communication
devices during the
service.



= Word < Meal + Sending

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE
(please stand and face the baptismal font)

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P In the name of the Father,
and of the + Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

P Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

P Merciful God,

C you free us to love others,

but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way.

You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace,

but we turn away from the abundant life you offer.
You surround us with patience, kindness,

and generosity,

but we grow weary in doing what is right.

In your mercy, forgive us.

Do not give up on us.

Heal us, break our bonds,

and show us the path of life.

Amen.

Rev. Peter I. Ray



P You belong to Christ Jesus
and you are God’s children through faith.
In the cross of + Christ,
and through the power of the Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.
Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation.

C Amen.




PROCESSIONAL HYMN God, We Gather As Your People ACS #1038
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APOSTOLIC GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.

PRAYER OF THEDAY

P O Lord God, we bring before you the cries of a sorrowing world. In your mercy
set us free from the chains that bind us, and defend us from everything
that is evil, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

(please be seated)

word

FIRST READING Galatians 3:23-29
For Paul, baptism is a powerful bond that unites people not only with God but with
other believers. Those who call themselves children of God experience a
transformation that removes prejudices of race, social class, or gender in favor of true
unity in Christ.

2 Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until
faith would be revealed. #* Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ
came, so that we might be justified by faith. ? But now that faith has come, we are
no longer subject to a disciplinarian, % for in Christ Jesus you are all children of
God through faith. 2 As many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed
yourselves with Christ.



2There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no
longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. #¥ And if you belong
to Christ, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to the promise.

P The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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P The Holy Gospel according to Luke.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL Luke 8:26-39
Jesus’ mission includes foreigners and his authority extends to the casting out of

demons. Some who witness Jesus’ work are seized with confusion and fear, but the
man who was healed is commissioned to give testimony to God’s mercy and power.

26 Then [Jesus and his disciples] arrived at the country of the Gerasenes, which is
opposite Galilee. 27 As he stepped out on land, a man of the city who had demons
met him. For a long time he had worn no clothes, and he did not live in a house but
in the tombs.

28 When he saw Jesus, he fell down before him and shouted at the top of his voice,
“What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg you, do not
torment me”"—



29 for Jesus had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. (For many
times it had seized him; he was kept under guard and bound with chains and
shackles, but he would break the bonds and be driven by the demon into the
wilds.) 30 Jesus then asked him, “What is your name?” He said, “Legion”; for many
demons had entered him. 31 They begged him not to order them to go back into
the abyss.

32 Now there on the hillside a large herd of swine was feeding; and the demons
begged Jesus to let them enter these. So he gave them permission. 33 Then the
demons came out of the man and entered the swine, and the herd rushed down
the steep bank into the lake and was drowned.

34 When the swineherds saw what had happened, they ran off and told it in
the city and in the country. 35 Then people came out to see what had happened,
and when they came to Jesus, they found the man from whom the demons had
gone sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind. And they were
afraid. 36 Those who had seen it told them how the one who had been possessed
by demons had been healed. 37 Then all the people of the surrounding country of
the Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave them; for they were seized with great fear. So
he got into the boat and returned. 38 The man from whom the demons had gone
begged that he might be with him; but Jesus sent him away, saying, 39 “Return to
your home, and declare how much God has done for you.” So he went away,
proclaiming throughout the city how much Jesus had done for him.

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

(please be seated)
SERMON Rev. Peter I. Ray



(please stand, as able)
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APOSTLES CREED

I believe in god, the father almighty,

Creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in jesus christ, god’s only son, our lord,
Who was conceived by the holy spirit,

Born of the virgin mary,

Suffered under pontius pilate,

Was crucified, died, and was buried;

He descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

He ascended into heaven,

He is seated at the right hand of the father,
And he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the holy spirit,

The holy catholic church,

The communion of saints,

The forgiveness of sins,

The resurrection of the body,

And the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

P Drawn into the embrace of the holy Trinity, we lift our prayers for the
wholeness of the church, the world, and all creation.
A brief silence.

P We pray for the church. Clothe us in Christ, shower us in mercy, send us in love.
Strengthen the faith and witness of Christians across the planet (international
companion churches and synods may be named) and Christians in our community
(local congregations may be named). God of grace,

C hear our prayer.

1



P We pray for creation. Deliver the earth from disaster, bring forth life amid
uncertainty, inspire wonder at all you have made. Sustain all people who delight
in the well-being of your creation: farmers, agricultural workers, gardeners,
birdwatchers, conservationists, scientists, advocates, and policy makers. God of
grace,

C hear our prayer.

P We pray for the nations. Pave a way to justice, drown the forces of oppression,
bring peace on earth. Give leaders the will to turn from war and violence (areas in
crises may be named). When people must flee their homes, guide them to safety. God
of grace,

C hear our prayer.

P We pray for people in need. Satisfy all who are poor, soothe those in pain,
accompany all who are sick (especially). Give perseverance to each of us living with
mental illness, and shield us from discrimination due to race, class, gender, or any
other human distinction. God of grace,

C hear our prayer.

P We pray for this assembly. Listen to our cries, come to our aid, make us one.
Weave among us the fabric of belonging so that we rejoice in each person
gathered here, and enliven our proclamation of how much you have done for us.
God of grace,

C hear our prayer.

P We offer our thanksgiving for all people who have died in faith. Keep them in
your peace, comfort us in sorrow, raise us to new life. As we remember their faith
and witness, may we trust your promise that we are yours forever. God of grace,

C hear our prayer.

P Gather all our prayers in your mercy, O God, through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
C Amen.
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Gathering * Word -« * Sending

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

(You may share a sign of God’s peace such as a handshake, wave, hug or other
appropriate greeting.)

(please be seated)
OFFERING

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, and the care of those in need. If
you are a first-time visitor, it is our privilege to have you worship with us. Please do not
feel the need or obligation to give a financial of fering. Your presence is gift enough to
God and to us.

Our members and friends have the privilege to participate in faithful financial
stewardship. They share their gifts by envelope, direct deposit and other
electronic means. Scan the QR Code below where you can give a gift
electronically.
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(please stand, as able)

OFFERTORY MUSIC
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OFFERTORY PRAYER

A Creator God,
in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good
and the harvest is plentiful.
Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth
and our labor,
that we may work for the good of all;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

C Amen.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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THE PREFACE
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SANCTUS Holy, Holy, Holy
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

O God most mighty,
O God most merciful,

O God our rock and our salvation,

hear us as we praise,
call us to your table,
grant us your life.

When the earth was a formless void,

you formed order and beauty.

When Abraham and Sarah were barren,

you sent them a child;
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When the Israelites were enslaved,

you led them to freedom.

Ruth faced starvation, David fought Goliath,

and the psalmists cried out for healing,

and full of compassion, you granted the people your life.

You entered our sorrows in Jesus our brother.

He was born among the poor,

he lived under oppression,

he wept over the city.

With infinite love, he granted the people your life.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup,

gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering his death, we cry out Amen. [Amen.]

Celebrating his resurrection, we shout Amen. [Amen.]
Trusting his presence in every time and place, we plead Amen. [Amen.]
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O God, you are Breath: send your Spirit on this meal.

O God, you are Bread: feed us with yourself.

O God, you are Wine: warm our hearts and make us one.
O God, you are Fire: transform us with hope.

O God most majestic, O God most motherly,

O God our strength and our song,

you show us a vision of a tree of life

with fruits for all and leaves that heal the nations.
Grant us such life,

the life of the Father to the Son,

the life of the Spirit of our risen Savior,

life in you, now and forever.

Amen.

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those

who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

19



INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P The kingdom of God is set before you.
Eat and rejoice.

C Amen.

(please be seated)

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

Bethel welcomes to the Lord’s table all baptized Christians who believe that Christ
is truly present in the bread and wine of this meal. Children and adults who want
to receive a blessing instead of bread and wine may cross their arms over their
chest as they come forward. All are welcome!
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DISTRIBUTION Taste and See ELW#493
Refrain — All
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(please stand, as able)
PASTORAL COMMENDATION

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen and keep you in his grace.

C Amen.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER
A Mothering God,
you gathered us to your table
and we drank deeply of your grace.
Send us out by your Spirit
to love our neighbors as ourselves
and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name.

C Amen.

Sending

God blesses us and sends us in mission out into the world.

BLESSING

P The love of God abound in you;

the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts;
and the life of the Spirit

+ bless you and give you peace.

C Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN Will You Come and Follow Me ELW #798
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DISMISSAL
A Goin peace. Live by the Spirit.

C Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
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