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We extend special greetings to all our
guests who are with us today. Your
presence, along with our members and
friends, is truly valued. Know that all
of God's people are always welcome
here at Bethel.

Never been to a “Lutheran” or
“liturgical” church? It might at first
seem strange with all the singing and
sitting down and standing up. Know
all we do has meaning and function.
Pastor Ray is happy to explain any
confusing things for you.

If you would like to know more about
Bethel Lutheran, her pastor, the Rev.
Peter I. Ray, or any of the parish’s
programs and activities, please contact
the church office (875-0510). You may
also check out our website by
scanning the QR code below. Again,
welcome; and may you have a blessed
week!

Worship and young children

All children are welcome in
worship. They are a valued part of
this faith community.

In addition, Bethel’s Nursery (for
children up to approximately four
years of age) has paid staff at both
services. This is available to meet
the needs of your family and the
worshiping needs of the
congregation.

We have a “Parentseeker” paging
system for optimal communication
between nursery and parents
worshiping in the sanctuary.
Children’s bulletins are also
available in the narthex for
younger children to help them
make age-appropriate connections
with our weekly themes.

Bethel has video monitors in the
narthex and hallways if your child
gets restless.




The disciples make a big
splash and eat breakfast with
the risen Jesus. Wading in the
water (remembering baptism)
and eating with Jesus
(celebrating holy communion)
is our weekly encounter with
the risen Christ. Jesus asks us
again and again: Do you love
me? And Jesus invites us,
again and again, to follow
him, bringing the Easter life
to others.

Scan to be directed to our
website
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Quiet reverence
before the liturgy
allows prayer and
meditation

Please do not bring
food or drinks into the
Sanctuary during
Worship

Throughout the
service, C means the
congregation responds
as the bold print
indicates.

As a worship courtesy,
please silence or turn
off all cellular phones
and other
communication
devices during the
service.



* Word + Meal * Sending

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE
(please stand and face the baptismal font)

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P Alleluia! Christ is risen.

C Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia!

P In the name of + the One

who was, who is, and who is to come.

C Amen.

P Baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection,
and called to live the baptized life,
let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Water may be poured before or during the thanksgiving.

Holy God,

we give you thanks for the waters of baptism,
waters that make a people your own,

that restore to wholeness,

and empower us to be witnesses in your name.
Baptized into you, O Living One,

C make us one as you are one.

Rev. Peter Ray



P We give you thanks for the waters of baptism,
waters that strengthen believers

and give new life to beloved servants of your church;
waters that extend your boundless love

and cross barriers of our own making.

Baptized into you, O Living One,

C make us one as you are one.

P We give you thanks for the waters of baptism,
waters that open the hearts of believers

and give a voice in the night to those in captivity;
waters that set your people on a new path,
rejoicing in the Spirit’s power.

Baptized into you, O Living One,

C make us one as yYou are one.

P Grant us grace, love, and life, O Living One,

that our every day is shaped by these waters

that give us our very lives in you.

We ask this in the name of Jesus, the Crucified and Risen One.

C Amen.



PROCESSIONAL HYMN All Are Welcome ELW#641
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APOSTOLIC GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.

PRAYER OF THEDAY

P Eternal and all-merciful God, with all the angels and all the saints we laud your
majesty and might. By the resurrection of your Son, show yourself to us and
inspire us to follow Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

(please be seated)

ILLUMINATI I'Will Be a Child of Peace Elaine Hagenberg
Gathering = * Meal * Sending
FIRST READING Acts 9:1-6 [7-20]

Saul (later called Paul) was an ardent persecutor of all who followed the Way of Christ.
This reading recounts the story of his transformation beginning with an encounter
with Jesus Christ on the way to Damascus.

1Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to
the high priest 2and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if
he found any who belonged to the Way, men or women, he might bring them
bound to Jerusalem. * Now as he was going along and approaching Damascus,
suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him.
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4He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you
persecute me?” > He asked, “Who are you, Lord?” The reply came, “I am Jesus,
whom you are persecuting. ¢ But get up and enter the city, and you will be told
what you are to do.” [ The men who were traveling with him stood speechless
because they heard the voice but saw no one. 8 Saul got up from the ground, and
though his eyes were open, he could see nothing; so they led him by the hand and
brought him into Damascus. ? For three days he was without sight, and neither ate
nor drank.

10 Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him
in a vision, “Ananias.” He answered, “Here I am, Lord.” ! The Lord said to him, “Get
up and go to the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of
Tarsus named Saul. At this moment he is praying, ?and he has seen in a vision a
man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he might regain his
sight.” ¥ But Ananias answered, “Lord, [ have heard from many about this man,
how much evil he has done to your saints in Jerusalem; ** and here he has
authority from the chief priests to bind all who invoke your name.” ** But the Lord
said to him, “Go, for he is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name
before Gentiles and kings and before the people of Israel; I myself will show him
how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.” ¥ So Ananias went and
entered the house. He laid his hands on Saul and said, “Brother Saul, the Lord
Jesus, who appeared to you on your way here, has sent me so that you may regain
your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” ¥ And immediately something like
scales fell from his eyes, and his sight was restored. Then he got up and was
baptized, ¥ and after taking some food, he regained his strength.

For several days he was with the disciples in Damascus, ?° and immediately he
began to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of God.”]

P The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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P The Holy Gospel according to John.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL John 21:1-19
The risen Christ appears again to his disciples by the sea where they were first
called. After echoes of the fishing and feeding miracles, he gives a final reminder
of the cost of a disciple’s love and obedience.

1 After [he appeared to his followers in Jerusalem,] Jesus showed himself again to
the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias; and he showed himself in this way. 2 Gathered
there together were Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in
Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples.

3 Simon Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with
you.” They went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing.

4 Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know
that it was Jesus. 5 Jesus said to them, “Children, you have no fish, have you?”
They answered him, “No.” 6 He said to them, “Cast the net to the right side of the
boat, and you will find some.” So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it
in because there were so many fish. 7 That disciple whom Jesus loved said to
Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on
some clothes, for he was naked, and jumped into the sea.

8 But the other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they
were not far from the land, only about a hundred yards off.
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9 When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it,
and bread. 10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just
caught.” 11 So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large
fish, a hundred fifty-three of them; and though there were so many, the net was
not torn. 12 Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” Now none of the
disciples dared to ask him, “Who are you?” because they knew it was the Lord.
13 Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the
fish. 14 This was now the third time that Jesus appeared to the disciples after he
was raised from the dead.

15 When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of
John, do you love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I
love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my lambs.” 16 A second time he said to him,
“Simon son of John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I
love you.” Jesus said to him, “Tend my sheep.” 17 He said to him the third time,
“Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter felt hurt because he said to him the
third time, “Do you love me?” And he said to him, “Lord, you know everything;
you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep.

18 Very truly, I tell you, when you were younger, you used to fasten your own
belt and to go wherever you wished. But when you grow old, you will stretch out
your hands, and someone else will fasten a belt around you and take you where
you do not wish to go.” 19 (He said this to indicate the kind of death by which he
would glorify God.) After this he said to him, “Follow me.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.
(please be seated)

SERMON Rev. Peter Ray

(please stand, as able)
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ACS#954

HYMN OF THEDAY You, Lord, Are Both Lamb and Shepherd
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you, who are our pil - grim guide.
you, who are our death and life.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

P God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for the church,
the world, and all who are in need.

A brief silence.

P Inspire the church with the breath of your Holy Spirit, that we sing the good
news of the resurrection. Inspire deacons and pastors, lay leaders and bishops to
boldly proclaim your love for all people. Hear us, O God.

C Your mercy is great.

P Preserve the earth as a safe home for all creatures. Restore habitats
contaminated by pollution or overuse, strengthen efforts to shape more
sustainable communities, and make us mindful of the impacts of our daily lives on
the well-being of creation. Hear us, O God.

C Your mercy is great.

P Kindle in the nations a spirit of cooperation and mutual care. Raise up creative
and courageous leaders committed to shaping just solutions to complex challenges
in our local and global communities (current issues of concern may be named). Hear
us, O God.

C Your mercy is great.

P Embrace all who carry wounds, that they might know your compassion. Draw
near to those with chronic pain or anxiety, and all for whom death is near.
Comfort individuals and communities suffering in any way (especially). Hear us, O

God.

C Your mercy is great.
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P Transform our fear into curiosity and love, especially across differences in race,
religion, sexuality, gender identity, and economic situation. Unravel stereotypes
that lead to discrimination, and destroy oppressive systems that marginalize
vulnerable communities. Hear us, O God.

C Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be of fered.

P We remember the faithful departed from all times and places. Confident that
you are the Alpha and Omega, we pray for your wisdom and guidance until our
earthly pilgrimage is complete. Hear us, O God.

C Your mercy is great.

P We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that you are
always with us; in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.

C Amen.

Meal

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

(You may share a sign of God'’s peace such as a handshake, wave, hug or other
appropriate greeting.)

14



(please be seated)
OFFERING

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, and the care of those in need. If
you are a first-time visitor, it is our privilege to have you worship with us. Please do not
feel the need or obligation to give a financial of fering. Your presence is gift enough to
God and to us.

ILLUMINATI Let There be Peace on Earth Craig Courtney

Our members and friends have the privilege to participate in faithful financial
stewardship. They share their gifts by envelope, direct deposit and other
electronic means. Scan the QR Code below where you can give a gift
electronically.

(please stand, as able)
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OFFERTORY MUSIC
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OFFERTORY PRAYER
A Risen One,

you have gathered us around your table of grace
along with these gifts we bring.

Come among us again,

breathe your life into us,

and enliven us with this meal,

C Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.
C Welift them to the Lord.

P Let usgive thanks to the Lord our God.
C Itisright to give our thanks and praise.
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THE PREFACE
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SANCTUS Holy, Holy, Holy
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comes in  the name of the Lord.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears,
you have brought us this far along the way.

In times of bitterness you did not abandon us,

but guided us into the path of love and light.

In every age you sent prophets

to make known your loving will for all humanity.

The cry of the poor has become your own cry;

our hunger and thirst for justice is your own desire.

In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen servant

to preach good news to the afflicted,

to break bread with the outcast and despised,

and to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and sin.
18
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In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

Remembering, therefore, his death and resurrection,

we await the day when Jesus shall return

to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery and death.
Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, Amen.

Amen.

Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate,

to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and cup

with courage and wisdom to pursue love and justice in all the world.
Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church say, Amen.

Amen.

Join our prayers and praise with your prophets and martyrs of every age,
that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection,

we might live in the freedom and hope of your Son.

Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever.

Amen.
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P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those

who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P Come to the table of grace. Receive the gift of new life.
C Amen.

(please be seated)

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

Bethel welcomes to the Lord’s table all baptized Christians who believe that Christ
is truly present in the bread and wine of this meal. Children and adults who want
to receive a blessing instead of bread and wine may cross their arms over their
chest as they come forward. All are welcome!
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AGNUS DEI (Lamb of God)
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DISTRIBUTION I Am So Glad Jesus Lifted Me ELW#860
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(please stand, as able)

PASTORAL COMMENDATION

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen and keep you in his grace.

C Amen.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

A Living One,

in this feast you have made yourself known to us.
Send us now to tell of your wonders,

sing of your glory,

and proclaim your risen life
to a wounded and weary world.

C Amen.
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Sending

God blesses us and sends us in mission out into the world.

BLESSING

P The triune God,

who was, who is, and who is to come,
Sovereign, *+ Savior, and Spirit,
light your way with resurrection dawn,

now and always.
C Amen.
CLOSING HYMN Go to the World ACS#991
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DISMISSAL

A Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluia!

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!

(be seated)

ILLUMINATI Our Love Christy Nockels

After the Anthem, worship is concluded and you may join us in the fellowship hall for
a light reception.

Welcome!

[1luminati

The Sacred Music Ensemble of
the Columbus Gay Men’s Chorus

A light reception will follow in fellowship hall
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