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Bethel's Mission  

To    Gather,   Grow,   and   Go!  

Bethel has been blessed to be in partnership with Trinity Lutheran Seminary for as 
long as I have been pastor, and to some degree, even before that.  About 20 Ministry 
in Context (MIC) students have served here and most recently two interns.  Our con-
gregation provides a healthy/vibrant context, pastoral supervision, and leaders who 
give of their time to help shape future church leaders. 
 

After they complete their experience here, they move on, however, I try and stay in 
touch with many of our students.  Some still call for advice, ideas, and support.  Oth-
ers sometimes need a recommendation as they move from one church to another.  
Communication via Christmas cards, Facebook, and other social media also keep us 
in the conversation. 
 

Currently, much of our time is spent with our current intern Jenn Kopacz.  Jenn has 
been a great and faithful addition to our church and we are glad to have her assigned 
to us.  Recently Jenn had her "site visit."  This is a time when a representative from 
the seminary visits the church, meets a variety of folk and makes assessments about 
church/intern match learning progress.  The visit went fine, as we knew it would and 
as it has in the past. And even as we had confidence in the event, it was an anxiety 
producing day for Jenn.  After all, evaluations are made, judgments are pronounced.  
It's that time of year.  
 

It's that time of year, also for some past Bethel students who are now seniors.  Jerry 
O'Neal and Kevin Sullivan have both been approved for ordination and are in the 
processed of being assigned.  Kevin is going back to Alaska and Jerry will be some-
where in the Ohio, Indiana, Michigan area.  He'll get more specific info soon. 
 

I'm sharing this update with you not only because I assume you have some interest, 
but to challenge you to fuss about what God is calling you to do and where you should 
be located in ministry at Bethel.  I realize you're not all seeking a "professional" call 
within the church, but you do have a calling, here and beyond.  Why not make Lent 
that "time of year" to prayerfully consider the good gifts God has entrusted you 
with...why not be the best steward you can be, of the talents God has given you?  
Maybe God is inviting us for a "site visit" of our own?  I wonder what our evaluation 
would look like? 
 
In Christ's service,  
Pastor Ray  
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Message From Mel  
Melanie Bradley  

Yesterday my good friend Pat and I were reminiscing about our hike to the bottom, and 
back out of the Grand Canyon a year and a half ago. We often discuss this when we get 
together, much like, I imagine war buddies get together to reminisce about the experi-
ences they shared that others wouldnôt quite understand. There was a stretch of that hike 
about one or two miles from the bottom when things were not going very well. We were 
out of water. We had nothing to eat. The temperature was over 100 degrees and we had 
been hiking for about 9 hours. I was at the end of my endurance and wanted to sit and 
rest for about half an hour. Pat wanted to forge ahead and was afraid if I sat, I would be 
finished. It was, perhaps the first time in my life that I was fully relying on God because 
my own resources were depleted. In that time of emptiness, a man who had earlier 
passed us on the trail came back to us carrying two gallons of water enriched with several 
packets of electrolyte filled powder. He was the clearest reflection of Christ I had ever 
seen. Pat and I drank our fill, and as hot as that water was, it was deliciously quenching. I 
began to regain my equilibrium fairly quickly and we were soon on our way through that 
last stretch. Our rescuer disappeared as quickly as he had appeared.   
 

I imagine that is as close as I will ever come to the 40 days Jesus spent in the desert. 
Stripped of all but prayer, fasting, and scripture Jesus withstood Satanôs temptations. I 
canôt begin to imagine 40 days when at the end of one day I was at the end of my endur-
ance. Stripped of my worldly comforts it became very clear to me that all we have comes 
from God and that we are commissioned to care for one another. My friend, Pat, carried 
my pack for a while and our rescuer walked additional miles in excruciating heat carry-
ing water to us. If that isnôt God at work, I donôt know what is. During my 36 hours at the 
bottom of the canyon I prayed fervently for God to send me a miracle to get me out of 
there. As the hours went by I began to realize that the miracle was going to be that we 
were going to climb out of that canyon on our own two feet. God had provided wonderful 
hiking mentors to instruct us on what we needed to know to get to the top and we fol-
lowed their advice to the letter. The joy we felt upon reaching the top of the canyon by far 
exceeds anything I can articulate. However without the painful journey there would have 
been no celebration. 
 

So here we are in the midst of another season of Lent. Take some time to ñbe in the de-
sert.ò Strip away some of the worldly distractions. Be in tune with those in your life who 
are Christ-like. Reflect Christ to others. Pray. Fast. Read scripture. It is through these 
disciplines that we are then able to more fully appreciate the mountain top experience of 
Christôs Easter resurrection. 
 

Blessings, 
Mel 

Gail Morgan, Director of Service Ministry would like to thank: 

all who helped at Faith Mission and First English. We served over 

300 people from both of them. 

all who contributed and helped with Souper Bowl Sunday.  

 

Melanie Bradley would like to thank Pastor and Valorie Ray for pro-

viding lunch for B.Y.G. on February 7th and to the Monhemius family 

for providing supper on the 21st. 

Be kinder than necessary,  
because everyone you meet is fighting some kind of battle.  
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Sunday School meets between services from 10:10 to 10:50.  
Classes available are:  
 

Adults:   
Between services all of our adults are invited to engage in continuing education 
on Sunday morning.  Plan to join us. 

Pastor Ray leads an Adult Sunday School study of Paulôs Letter to the Ro-
mans. This class meets between services in the fellowship hall. (1.31 - 3.21)  

What Was God Thinking?   This class is a discussion class that meets be-
tween services in the kitchen. They are discussing Houston Smithôs book The 
Worldôs Religions. 

 

High School Youth:  
John Kane leads this class in the youth room.  
 

Jr. High Youth:   
Sunday School for seventh and eighth graders is held in the chapel. Kim and Tim 
Miller lead this group. All students in seventh or eighth grade are welcome to 
attend each week.  
 

Preschool age children through 6 th  grade:  
Our Rotation Sunday School  program continues, this year with a theme of 
Obedience . In March the focus will be - Matthew 8:23 -27 - Even the winds and 
the sea obey Him, through crafts, movies, music and more.  

Sunday Morning  
Educational Opportunities   

 
MARCH  

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS  
 

North Entrance Greeters  
3/7  

 9:00  Dolores Keller & Pat Ketchum  
11:00 Amy & Fred Bollinger  

3/14 
 9:00  Jeanette List  
11:00 John & Rhonda Hyder  

3/21 
 9:00  Jayne & Mark Mayers  
11:00 Diane Mills & Arlene Myers  

3/28  
 9:00  Kim & Tim Miller  
11:00 Al & Susan Rastelli 

 
South Entrance Greeters  

3/7  
 9:00    
11:00 Pam & Dean Harrison 

3/14 
 9:00  Jill & Dale Zimmerman  
11:00 Dianna & Roy Klaus  

3/21 
 9:00  Mike & Sally McCoy  
11:00  

3/28  
 9:00  Brock & Gail Morgan 
11:00 Clarence & Janice Readout 
 

Nursery Attendants  
3/7  

 9:00  Amy Phipps  
11:00 Mandy Mills  

3/14 
 9:00  Becky Townsend  
11:00 Molly Smith  

3/21 
 9:00  Mindy Villines  
11:00 Tanya Smith  

3/28  
 9:00  Candy Valentine 
11:00 Louise Rensch 
 

 This month we feature Donna Bossert .  Donna is a 
member of Bethelôs Chancel Choir and Womenôs Ensem-
ble.  She is also a member of congregation council and the 
stewardship committee. 
 

 Donna was born in Quakertown, PA, which is north of 
Philadelphia. She is married to husband Stu and they have 
two grown children ï Shelley, who is married to Kevin 
Atherton (they live in Columbus), and a son, Derek, who 
lives in Memphis, TN.  
 

 Donna works as a credit assistant (soft collections & recon-
ciliation of accounts) for a large company in Dublin. Her 
hobbies include singing, spending time with family and 

social networking via computer to keep up with friends. She is also involved in 
Team Greyhound Adoption of Ohio which helps people adopt retired racing grey-
hounds. 
  
Donna has been a member of Bethel for 3.5 years. She really enjoys Bethelôs wor-
ship services, which she says are well done and meaningful, most of the Lenten 
hymns and the friendliness of Bethelôs members. Her hope for Bethel is that we 
are able to have slow, steady growth while maintaining a friendly, family feel.  
 

(This new column is intended to help us get better acquainted with our 500 fellow Bethel 
members.  When you receive a Meet our Parishioners form in your Bethel mailbox, please 
take time to fill it out and return it to Janet Shailer.  Participation is strictly voluntary.)  

Donna Bossert  

Meet Our Parishioners  
By Janet Shailer 
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We Gather , Grow , and Go  
As disciples of Jesus Christ we will strive to: 

Pray    Daily  
Worship    Weekly 
Read    the Bible 
Serve    at Bethel and Beyond 
Relate    to others to promote spiritual growth  
Give    of our time, talents and resources 

 

MARCH  
WORSHIP   ASSISTANTS  

 

Assisting Ministers  
3/7  

 9:00  Jay Shailer  
11:00 Ellen Paoletti  

3/14 
 9:00  Ann Zug  
11:00 Ellen Nösner   

3/21 
 9:00  Robyn Klaus  
11:00 Melanie Bradley  

3/28  
 9:00  John Kane 
11:00 Erika Pearsol-Christie  
 

Lectors  
3/7  

 9:00  Melissa Huff  
11:00 Erika Pearsol-Christie  

3/14 
 9:00  Delores Keller  
11:00 Laurin Monhemius  

3/21 
 9:00  Amy Phipps  
11:00 Intern Kopacz  

3/28  
 9:00  Jeanette List 
11:00 Lisa Rugh 
 

Acolytes  
3/7  

 9:00  Madison Villines & C. Beck  
11:00 A. Bollinger & L. Hartig  

3/14 
 9:00  Erika & Travis Webb  
11:00 Graham & Layne Sullivan  

3/21 
 9:00  Kalli & Tyler Beck  
11:00 Orion Davis & Timmy Duffy  

3/28  
 9:00  Dillon Zug & C. Dempsey 
11:00 Abigail Lucas & D. Miller  

Bible Sudoku Solution 

About the Lectionary  
Recently I was stopped in the hallway of church after the first service to answer a 
question about the Sunday morning liturgy.  The question had to do with what we 
call the "lectionary.' The question found it genesis in the frustration/confusion as to 
why we repeat certain readings every three years. 
 

I'd like to briefly address that and then encourage anyone interested to pick up a 
more full and learned explanation from The Sunday Assembly, Using Evangelical 
Lutheran Worship, Volume One, written by Lorraine s.  
Brough and Gordon W.  Lathrop, published by Augsburg Fortress, 2008.  I've 
placed these on the small table outside my office door. 
 

The practice of the public reading of scripture in worship goes back to ancient 
Christianity and from the eighth century to the mid -twentieth century there was a 
two reading one-year cycle.  We now hear a Old Testament reading, Psalm, New 
Testament reading (usually a letter from Paul) and then a gospel reading.  The 
source of these readings is the Revised Common Lectionary. 
 

Some quick points: Most mainline churches throughout the world use the same 
lectionary readings, so it creates a unique common biblical bond for people of other 
Lutheran churches and even other denominations.  The lectionary also provides a 
greater range of scripture to be heard.  It is also a safeguard to congregations so 
that the preacher doesn't always focus on a select portion of scripture, possibly 
pushing a particular agenda. 
 

Finally, some might argue that they get bored hearing the same texts over and over 
again.  That may be true for some people, but I know that after 45 years of hearing 
the lectionary and now having preached through six three-year cycles, I still find 
these selections from God's word to be alive and active, providing new insights and 
revelations.  I find the lectionary to be a great gift to the church.  
 

Pastor Ray  

SK THE PASTOR 

Prayer Shawl Ministry  
Do you like to knit or crochet?  Mary Ann Baughman 
is leading a Prayer Shawl Ministry at Bethel. This 
ministry began in 1998 and has blessed both those 
who make the shawls and those who receive the 
shawls.  
 

If you would like to be a part of this ministry at Be-
thel, there is a sign up sheet on our narthex bulletin 
board.  Next meeting: Tuesday 3/16 at 7pm. 
See Mary Ann for more details.  
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Service Ministries Update 
 

MARCH  
WORSHIP  ASSISTANTS  

 
Ushers   

9:00  
Charles Adams, Roger Spillman, 
Bill Saxton, Mark & Mike Mayers  

11:00 
Chris Alinkas, Phil Bergh, 

Candy Walbright, Chris Gormley  
 

Chancel Preparation  
3/7  

Carol Keith, Jewel Wiley 
3/14 

Dianna Klaus, Janice Readout 
3/21 

Carol Schiff, Joanie Weaver 
3/28  

Beth Staggs, Mary Ann Baughman 
 

Communion Bread  
3/7  

Julia Dountz  
3/14 

Dick Gilbert  
3/21 

Kim Miller  
3/28  

Amy Phipps 
 

Communion Assistants  
3/7  

 9:00  M.A. Baughman & C. Childers  
11:00 Allen & Jessica Bradley 

3/14 
 9:00  Sonja Stauch & Michael Duffy  
11:00 Karl Long & Ellen Paoletti  

3/21 
 9:00  Julia & Mark Dountz  
11:00 Duke & Carol Schiff  

3/28  
 9:00  Erna Boggess & Joe Capocci 
11:00 Dale Zimmerman & K. Zwayer 

Thanks to all who contributed to Souper Bowl Sunday. We were able to send 
$271.65 to Lutheran Social Services Food Pantries. The kettles reflected the actual 
Super Bowl results with the Coltsô kettle having $90.65 and the Saintsô kettle hav-
ing $181.00.  
 

Thanks  to all who helped supply health kits for Lutheran World Relief. We have 
collected 22 kits so far which will be sent to their Baltimore Warehouse  to help in 
Haiti or with the next disaster.  
 

New Opportunity  
Faith Mission  
Faith Mission is known by many as not only a place for a hot meal and a warm bed, 
but a haven of hope as well. Since 1966, Faith Mission has served the homeless 
community by offering a secure, Christian-based environment for homeless men 
and women on an emergency walk-in basis. The agency provides shelter, food and 
clothing, while helping individuals with access to longer term solutions such as 
housing, employment assistance, medical, dental and vision care, counseling and 
support groups.  
 

In addition to our providing a meal every other month at Faith Mission, in March 
we will be collecting items which support this ministry. There will be a display in 
the narthex.  Dave Clifton is heading this initiative.  
 

The following items are needed:  

Toothbrushes 

Toothpaste 

New socks and underwear, all sizes 

Bath soap 

Deodorant 

Bath and hand towels 

Blankets ï new and gently used 
Please have your items by the end of March.  
 
Upcoming Events  

Food Pantry - Any day from 9-1 to stock shelves and from 1-5 to help clients 

Faith Mission  - March 1 

Faith Mission Collection  - March 

First English Table of Grace  - April 1 

As you may already know, we have an opportunity to help support Ronald M cDonald H ouse Charities of Columbus. They 
provide an home away from home for parents and families of severely ill children who must spend time in Childrenôs Hos-
pital. We support RMHC by collecting Pop Can Tabs. Pick up a RMHC Pop Tab House from the counter in the narthex 
next to the coffee and start saving your can tabs today. When your Pop Tab House is full just dump it in a little plastic bag 
and bring the tabs to church.  
 

There are larger Pop Tab Houses available too. If you could use one of those please ask Brock or Mel.  
 

We deliver the tabs to RMH each year the second week in December. Our goal is 100# of tabs this year. Our record so far is 
86#. We collected 58# last year. Tours of the new Ronald McDonald House are available at that time. If you would like to 
tour RMH in December please let Brock Morgan know. Take a Pop Tab House and start collecting those can tabs. 

Help Support Ronald 
McDonald House Charities 

of Columbus  
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MARCH  
FLOWERS  

3/7  
Beth Wing 

3/14 
Beth Staggs 

3/21 
May Meeks 

3/28  
Karen Moore 

 

MARCH  
POWERPOINT   

3/7  
Brian Bueter 

3/14 
Steve Black 

3/21 
Brock Morgan 

3/28  
Debbie Creamer 

 

MARCH  
CLEANING  

3/6  
Beau & Susan Shaw 

3/13 
Cheryl & T. Dempsey 

3/20  
Bethel Youth Group 

3/27  
T. Price & L. Gilliam  

Food For Thought  
And Then Some!  

Todd Zwayer  

We have been talking a lot about commitment, which reminded me of a story I heard while attending Ad-
vanced Staff Non Commissioned Officer Course in Quantico, Va.  in 1998.  It was an 8 week intense 
course that included leadership, writing, speaking assignments, and much exercise.  Two days before 
graduation the class had a professional dinner that included instructors and a guest speaker that no one 
knew of.  Nobody was excited.  Plus, what did an officer have to tell a bunch of senior enlisted Marines?  
During cocktail hour, the arrival of the guest of honor was finally announced.  An older African American 
gentlemen entered walking with a cane.  An invisible sigh of, "oh no, we'll be here all night," was in the 
air.  The class took turns introducing themselves and thanking the guest speaker for taking time out of his 
schedule to come speak.  He then thanked each class member for the opportunity to meet fellow Marines 
and take part in the evening.  His enthusiasm was much greater than the class at this point. 
. 

All enjoyed a good dinner.  I noticed the gentleman did not eat much and did not seem to be comfortable, 
but was in some sense very content.  After the plates were cleared, our guest was introduced and we 
learned that he was a much decorated veteran of Vietnam and Korea.  Now it was his turn to speak.  He 
approached the podium, relying heavily on his cane.  The room was noisy with light conversation.  Our 
guest spoke softly and labored.  He started by thanking us and mentioned the sacrifice we were making 
by attending the school and furthering ourselves.  Wait, how could he be grateful to us as he is the vet-
eran?  
 

The guest speaker told us of being drafted into the Army after graduation from college.  Since he was Afri-
can American the Government did not want him to be an officer.  The speaker's strategy was to join the 
Marine Corps with a greater chance to survive Vietnam.  On his third tour of duty in Vietnam, he was of-
fered a commission "because there was no one else left".  On the next to the last day on his fourth tour he 
and his company of African American Marines were waiting on a helicopter ride back from the lines to be 
readied for return to the states.  That evening was the Tet Offensive.  
 

The guest speaker and his men were told to stay next to the command post and keep there heads down.  
No need to get hurt since they were going home soon.  The room is now silent and everyone is intently 
holding on to every word.  The elderly gentleman spoke of hearing over the radios of heavy fighting and 
bad reports.  Then he heard a very young voice repeating that he was the only one alive and the voice 
pleaded for help.  The Marine was completely surrounded and didn't know how long he could hold on.  
 

The replies to the young Marine were, "There was no one to help, he would just have to do his best." The 
Captain (guest speaker), was approached by his men with pleas to help the Marine.  The Captain sug-
gested that he could not ask his Marines to attempt the rescue since they would be going home soon.  
They replied that they could not go home knowing that they had not help a fellow Marine." All agreed to 
start the long arduous fight to rescue the single Marine desperately fighting to defend his position.  
 

Upon the Marine's arrival to assist the Marine in distress, the Captain identified himself and the young 
Lance Corporal (E-3) stood and saluted and requested to be "properly relieved".  The Marine was told, 
"get down boy, you are going to get yourself killed!"  The young Marine stood at attention and again re-
quested to be "properly relieved".  Our guest speaker and the class was having trouble keeping composure 
at this point.  The Captain told the Marine, "Yes, yes-you are relieved." The Marine fell face first with a 
hole as big as a basketball in his back and he had no spine.  There was no physical structure that would 
allow that Marine stand other than the fact that he would not leave his post until properly relieved.  
 

The class learned later that evening that our guest speaker had left a rest home the day before so he could 
prepare for our dinner.  The Captain told us he had never told that story before, and he didnôt want to 
pass on with out sharing his story with other Marines.  He never returned to the rest home.  He too was 
properly relieved.  
 

One of the 10 Marine Corps General Orders that are taught in boot camp is, "Quit my post only when 
properly relieved." I think the Captain's story reflects several points of commitment.  I have to say, there 
are many of you who I feel take commitment very seriously and I am proud to serve with you until we are 
properly relieved.  
 

Semper Fi,  
Todd  
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We, the members of Bethel Lutheran Church Believe  
That we are all created in Godôs image, male and female, and are all called to love our neighbors as Jesus loves us.  
 

We believe that we are many members, but one body in Christ, called to unite all people in Godôs love.  
 

We welcome and affirm all people.  
 

We invite those who are seeking Godôs presence in their lives, to join us in our common journey.  
 

Our faith community seeks to unite persons of all ages, races, nationalities, ethnic backgrounds, sexual orientations,  
  gender identities, mental and physical abilities, socioeconomic levels, and theological backgrounds.  
 

Together in our diversity, and being empowered and directed by the Holy Spirit, we will continually strive to ñdo justice,    
  love kindness, and walk humbly with God.ò (Micah 6:8) 

You are Welcome  

Find These Words:  
Cross, Flood, Hope, Joy, Law, Love, Noah, Passover, Peace, 

Prayer, Psalms, Repent, Signs, Vine 

Bible Word Search:  

Giants of the Bible  
 

All the words listed below are in the puzzle either left, right, 
up, down or diagonally. Circle each letter of the words as 
you find them. After you have found all the words, the left-
over letters will reveal a  
        secret word : ______________________  

(From www.twopaths.com)  

Bible Trivia  
True      or       False?  
Onesimus was a runaway slave 
from the house of Philemon  
 
Answer on the calendar . 

Toddôs Recipe 

of the Month 

MEATLOAF OF TEN  
 

GROUND BEEF  3#  
BREAD, BROKEN  1/2#  
SALT  1T1t  
PEPPER  1/2 t  
GARLIC POWDER  1/2 t  
MILK  1/2 c  
CELERY, CHOPPED  1/4 c  
ONIONS, CHOPPED  1/4 c  
EGGS, BEATEN  2 ea  
TOMATO JUICE  9T  
 
1.  Combine beef, bread, salt, pepper, garlic mix well. 
2.  Add milk, celery, onions, eggs, tomato juice. Mix lightly  
3.  Make into loaf and bake at 300 degrees for 1 hr & 15 min  
4.  Let stand 20 minutes before slicing.   

The Bethel  
HollywoodJesus.com  
David Bruce is the web master of HollywoodJesus, a tele-
vision producer, public speaker, activist, writer and an 
ordained minister. With a production background at NBC 
and in radio, David's abiding interests in Jesus and the 
cinema led him to create Hollywood Jesus in response to 
a challenge from Billy Graham. David is a graduate of 
Chicago's North Park University Seminary (M.Div).  
Since 1997 he has been investigating how popular culture 
and current movies can interact with the Gospel to pre-
sent Christ to a needy world. Visit HollywoodJesus.com--
bring a lunch; you'll be there a long time!  
http://www.hollywoodjesus.com/  
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Bethelôs Mission 
To Gather, Grow,  and Go 

We Gather     together to worship and praise God. 
We Grow    wanting to learn more about God and His purpose for us. 
We Go    eagerly telling others about Godôs good news. 

E-Mail Addresses  
In order to keep our church records up-to-date we are asking everyone who has an e-mail ac-
count to please e-mail the church either to mel@bethel-lutheran.org  or mark@bethel-
lutheran.org. You could put óe-mail address update ô in the subject line. Thanks for your help. 

 

MARCH  
BIRTHDAYS  

1   Dick Gilbert  
   Anna Guy 
 Ann McKinley  
2   Miranda Shull  
3   Brandon Dountz  
   Katelyn Fisher Hane 
4 Logan Long 
5 Betty Seese  
8 Conrad Fuchs  
 Bob Hiles 
9   David Weaver  
10  Chuck Mayers  
11  Megan Brotherton  
  Teri Price 
 Joey Smith  
12 Jim Bergh  
 Laney Hoyt 
 Bill Wise 
13 Beau Shaw 
14 Amy Kingsbury  
 Abigail Lucas 
 Ellen Nösner  
  Kala Schiff  
15  Kip Meeks  
16  Ashley Dountz  
  Alexis Sheets   
  Al Tague  
17 Kayleigh Bradley  
18  Leonard Boggess  
 Sue Pearsol 
 Clarence Readout 
 Garrett Wise 
20 Ralph Brinkman  
21 Tina DeMatteo 
24 Nicole Hiles 
25  Matthew Lipperman  
  Anna Shailer  
26 Kevin Andrews  
 Erin Duffy  
 Ronnie Lucas 
27 Lily Kingsbury - 
                       Clement 
28  Martha Milligan  
29 Pat Ketchum   
30 Kathy Papic  
31 Ryan Skelton  

Stewardship Corner! 
THE LITTLE WAYS  

Our own need to be Christian should not end with the tithe; it should begin with it.  Because God's 

favor turns to many things, and usually we are blessed in direct proportion to the difficult jobs God 

has given us.  But while God's love may be easy for us, it almost never is.  Ours are the hands that do 

his jobs daily, and much needs doing.  Ours are the hearts that show God's love to those who have not 

yet learned to understand it.  And ours are the shoulders people cry on when they need God's love. 
 

To be a Christian is simple, but sometimes so difficult.  However, it becomes less difficult once we've 

committed ourselves to God's service.  And tithing is a form of commitment.  Even people who are 

difficult to like become easier to know and love once we look for God in the people around us.  This 

is our most important commitment.  However, we must follow that commitment of resources with a 

commitment of our lives, although this may not happen consciously.  The beauty of tithing is that we 

may only know that our hearts are warmed to more of the people we meet, and that somehow the 

grace of God seems very close. 
 

"Carry one another's burdens," God said, and what else is it when we support the church that does 

God's work, and when we tend a sick child, or serve the kind of dinner that makes a family happy?  

These little ways are the real ways to happiness - and to God.  We shouldn't wait for God at the end 

of a rainbow or the end of our lives, as God is here with us...  God's here with us now as we stir the 

oatmeal on rainy mornings.  God is with us when we pass around the popcorn on cold nights and the 

drowsy children sit before the crackling fire. 
 

God blesses us with the warmth of love, too, when we receive it from those around us, and this can be 

the real joy of the human heart.  In direct proportion to the service we give mankind, we will receive 

the here-and-now reward of God's love, as it reflects from the hearts of the everyday people we know.  

The grocer may not look like Christ, but his smile on a chilly morning gives us a good start to the 

day.  The baby may not look like the Christ-child as it burps over our shoulder, but home life centers 

in this littlest of the people of God.  From the grocer, to the child, to the doctor, to the mechanic who 

fixed the stalled washer, all can be a part of Christianity and what it means to us. 
 

The world can become a many-mirrored world where love multiplies and where it flits from one heart 

to the other from here to the ends of the earth.  That's what Christianity ought to be.  Whether it is, of 

course, will depend upon just when we get around to starting this miracle for ourselves.  Remember, 

it begins with a commitment, and a good commitment is the tithe. 

An American earning $10,830 per year is at  poverty level in our country.  
That same American is also in the top 14% of the richest people in the world.  
An American earning $34,000 a year is in the top 5% of the worldôs richest people. 
 

He is rich who knows that he has enough. 
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Bible Sudoku  
 

Look up the starter numbers using the clues below the 
grid. Place each number in the squares indicated with its 
clue. (KJV not the best resource.) (Starter numbers provided on calendar.    Solution on page 4.) 

 
 

____ 

 

 
____ 

 

 
 

____ 

 
 

____ 

 

 
 

____ 

 
 

____ 

 
 

____ 

 

 
 

____ 

 
 

____ 

Attention High School Youth  
Announcing   a  

Summer Seminary Sampler  
Trinity Lutheran Seminary in Columbus invites high school 
youth who have completed 10th, 11th, or 12th grade to come 
to the seminary for three weeks in June or July to explore 
vocations, think theologically, participate in service 
projects, shadow mentors, and make friends  with Je-
sus-loving youth from around the country. If you or someone 
you know would be interested in this unique experience, 
check out the www.summersampler.com website and watch a 
short video about  the program. Youôll be glad you did!  For 
more information contact Pastor Ruth Fortis, Director at  
rfortis@trinitylutheranseminary.edu  
 

Dates :  6-13 to 7-3   and 7-11 to 7-31 

org 


